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Appeal Review Exercise 

 

Review these sample email appeals. What are 3 things that are good about them? What 3 

things could be improved? 

 

Example #1 

Second Harvest Food Bank of East Tennessee 

email appeal  

 

Subject line: Fill a child’s Lunch Bag Today 

 

 



Inspired Fundraising Retreat Appeal Review Exercise  2 
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My thoughts: 

 

3 things that are good about example #1: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 things that could be improved in Example #1: 
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Example #2 

Humane Society of Charlotte 

email appeal 

subject: Summer dangers are real, Sandy 
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My thoughts: 

 

3 things that are good about example #2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 things that could be improved in Example #2:  
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Sandy’s thoughts about these appeals 

 

Example #1 

There’s a lot to love in this email appeal! It’s short, on brand, and compelling. I love that the 

first thing I see is “Help Fill a Child’s Lunch Bag” and the cute little girl. If I don’t read any more 

text, I know what’s going on and how my donation will help. They’ve included a story and 

multiple calls to action in the appeal, which is a good idea. I also love the tiny text at the top 

that says “End a child’s hunger with your gift”. The Ask isn’t about meeting an arbitrary or 

budget goal (though there’s no mention of the number of kids to feed anywhere) – it’s all about 

feeding hungry kids. Overall, this is a great appeal and with some context as to how many kids 

need help, it would be nearly perfect. 

If you’d like to see their donation page, click here. 

 

 

Example #2 

I love the photo at the top and the donation button as a sun. They’re clear about their goal, but 

it’s an arbitrary goal and doesn’t really mean anything to me as a donor. The appeal starts with 

a story, which is ALWAYS a good idea! The email is a little long, but ends with some safety tips, 

which is nice. I like that they included the sun donation button again at the bottom. Overall, not 

a bad appeal, but the emotional connection and compelling reason to give could be a little 

stronger if we knew what the $20,000 was going to do. 

 

If you’d like to see their donation page, click here. 

https://donate.secondharvestetn.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1480&mfc_pref=T&1480.donation=form1&utm_source=08.01&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=rkd-2024-school-lunch
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=hsc&id=913
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